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Federal Communications Commission § 0.506

§ 0.501 General. 

Executive Order 12356 requires that 
information relating to national secu-
rity be protected against unauthorized 
disclosure as long as required by na-
tional security considerations. The 
Order also provides that all informa-
tion classified under Executive Order 
12356 or predecessor orders be subject 
to a review for declassification upon 
receipt of a request made by a United 
States citizen or permanent resident 
alien, a Federal agency, or a state or 
local government.

§ 0.502 Purpose. 

This subpart prescribes the proce-
dures to be followed in submitting re-
quests, processing such requests, ap-
peals taken from denials of declas-
sification requests and fees and 
charges.

§ 0.503 Submission of requests for 
mandatory declassification review. 

(a) Requests for mandatory review of 
national security information shall be 
in writing, addressed to the Managing 
Director, and reasonably describe the 
information sought with sufficient par-
ticularity to enable Commission per-
sonnel to identify the documents con-
taining that information and be rea-
sonable in scope. 

(b) When the request is for informa-
tion originally classified by the Com-
mission, the Managing Director shall 
assign the request to the appropriate 
bureau or office for action. 

(c) Requests related to information, 
either derivatively classified by the 
Commission or originally classified by 
another agency, shall be forwarded, to-
gether with a copy of the record, to the 
originating agency. The transmittal 
may contain a recommendation for ac-
tion.

§ 0.504 Processing requests for declas-
sification. 

(a) Responses to mandatory declas-
sification review requests shall be gov-
erned by the amount of search and re-
view time required to process the re-
quest. A final determination shall be 
made within one year from the date of 
receipt of the request, except in un-
usual circumstances. 

(b) Upon a determination by the bu-
reau or office that the requested mate-
rial originally classified by the Com-
mission no longer warrants protection, 
it shall be declassified and made avail-
able to the requester, unless with-
holding is otherwise authorized under 
law. 

(c) If the information may not be de-
classified or released in whole or in 
part, the requester shall be notified as 
to the reasons for the denial, given no-
tice of the right to appeal the denial to 
the Classification Review Committee, 
and given notice that such an appeal 
must be filed within 60 days of the date 
of denial in order to be considered. 

(d) The Commission’s Classification 
Review Committee, consisting of the 
Managing Director (Chairman), the 
General Counsel or his designee, and 
the Chief, Internal Review and Secu-
rity Division, shall have authority to 
act, within 30 days, upon all appeals re-
garding denials of requests for manda-
tory declassification of Commission-
originated classifications. The Com-
mittee shall be authorized to overrule 
previous determinations in whole or in 
part when, in its judgment, continued 
classification is no longer required. If 
the Committee determines that contin-
ued classification is required under the 
criteria of the Order, the requester 
shall be promptly notified and advised 
that an application for review may be 
filed with the Commission pursuant to 
47 CFR 1.115.

§ 0.505 Fees and charges. 

(a) The Commission has designated a 
contractor to make copies of Commis-
sion records and offer them for sale 
(See § 0.465). 

(b) An hourly fee is charged for re-
covery of the direct costs of searching 
for requested documents (See § 0.466).

§ 0.506 FOIA and Privacy Act requests. 

Requests for declassification that are 
submitted under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act, as amend-
ed, (See § 0.461), of the Privacy Act of 
1974, (See § 0.554) shall be processed in 
accordance with the provisions of those 
Acts.
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